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Rev. William F. Berry, O. S. A.
Class of 1920
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ROM time to time there comes to pass an event which throws its pall of sadness

and sorrow over the hearts of hundreds of men and women. Such an event came
to Villanova with the death of Fr. Berry, in Misericordia Hospital, Philadelphia.

While Fr. Berry's death had been expected for days and weeks his passing

came as a blow to all who knew him. The disease of which he died, cirrhosis of

the liver, had been contracted while completing his studies abroad and had caused con-

stant suffering after his return to this country.

One of the youngest members of the faculty, and likewise, one of the most popular,

Fr, Berry had endeared himself in no small degree to his fellow priests and professors

of the faculty, and to the undergraduates.

: Born in Castlebar, Ireland, February 13th, 1897, Fr. Berry was brought to this

country at a very early age and spent the early years of his life in New York City. He
entered Villanova in 1912 and in 1916 was received into the Augustinian Novitiate and
pronounced his simple vows the following year. In 1920 he received his bachelor's de-

gree from the college and made his solemn vows in the order. In 1921, Fr. Berry was
sent to the Monastery of the Escorial in Madrid, Spain, and it was here that he con-

tracted the disease that led to his untimely death. He was ordained in July, 1923, and
returned to Villanova in the capacity of Professor of Spanish.

Those who knew Fr. Berry will feel his death as a great loss. He was blessed with
a disposition that was, in every sense of the word, lovable. No one ever knew Fr. Berry
to be out of humor. Always cheerful and smiling, with a kindly greeting for everyone,
he seemed to possess the secret of happiness. His humor was the genuine humor of the

Celt—always bubbling and overflowing and never at a loss for a witty rejoinder.

As assistant prefect of discipline, Fr. Berry exacted the respect and good will of the

entire student body by the able and conscientious administration of the duties of his

oflftce. He was never a task master and yet he courageously and impartially insisted on
the maintenance of good order and discipline.

But it was in death that Fr. Berry showed the real nobility of his character. Stricken
at the age of 29 with a disease that was incurable, Fr. Berry quietly and courageously
accepted the inevitable and bore his suffering with a fortitude that caused those around
him to marvel. Those who visited him in his last illness were amazed that he was still

smiling that old sunny smile and that his greeting was just as cheery, even though
his life was fast ebbing away. And after weeks of suffering, when the call at last came,
he went forth with a smile on his lips to meet his God in Whose Vineyard he had labored
for so short a time.

Fr. Berry typified the best of Villanova's spirit and we who have had the privilege

of knowing him are the better for it.

Solemn Requiem Mass was celebrated in the College Chapel before a congregation
of students and friends that packed the edifice to the doors. The Reverend John P.

McGuire, 0. S. A., vice-president of the college, was celebrant of the mass. The Rev-
erends Henry F. Greenlee, O. S. A., and Patrick J. Dundon, O. S. A., classmates of the
deceased, were deacon and sub-deacon, respectively. The sermon was preached by the
Reverend Joseph M. Dougherty, 0. S. A., of Washington, D. C. The absolution of the
body at the grave was pronounced by the Very Reverend Nicolas J. Vasey, Provincial
of the American Province. Interment was made in the Community Cemetery.

The Villanovan takes this occasion to offer its sincere condolences to the bereaved
members of Fr. Berry's family.

May he rest in peace!


